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Table 2.3 � 2014 federal poverty guidelines (in dollars)

Size of Family 
Unit

48 Contiguous 
States and 
District of 
Columbia Alaska Hawaii

1 11,670 14,580 13,420

2 15,730 19,660 18,090

3 19,790 24,740 22,760

4 23,850 29,820 27,430

5 27,910 34,900 32,100

6 31,970 39,800 36,770

7 36,030 45,060 41,440

8 40,090 50,140 46,110

For each additional 
person, add

4,060 5,080 4,670

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 2014.

Who Are the Poor?
In 2011, the poverty rate was 14.5%, or 46.2 million, compared with the most 
recent low poverty rate of 11.3%, or 31.6 million, in 2000 (DeNavas-Walt, Proctor, 
and Smith 2007; DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014). This is the first decrease in the 
rate since 2006. (Refer to this chapter’s Exploring Social Problems feature for a sum-
mary of poverty statistics for 2013.)

Based on 2013 U.S. poverty figures and redefined racial and ethnic categories, 
Whites (who reported being White and no other race category, along with Whites 
who reported being White plus another race category) compose the largest group 
of poor individuals in the United States. Though 41.5% of the U.S. poor are non- 
Hispanic Whites, the poverty rate for non-Hispanic Whites is the lowest, at 9.9%. Blacks 
continue to have the highest poverty rate, 27.2%, followed by Hispanics with a rate 
of 23.5% (DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014). Analysts predict that within a few 
years, Latinos will have a higher poverty rate than Blacks. Racial segregation and 
discrimination have contributed to the high rate of minority poverty in the United 
States. Minority groups are disadvantaged by their lower levels of education, lower 
levels of work experience, lower wages, and chronic health problems—all character-
istics associated with higher poverty rates (Iceland 2003).

According to the National Center for Children in Poverty (2001), children are 
more likely to live in poverty than Americans in any other age group. Family econom-
ic conditions affect the material and social resources available to children. The quality 
of their education, the neighborhood environment, and exposure to environmental 


